Living Between What Is
And What Ought To Be




























- “Even if these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it,

they would deliver only themselves by their righteousness,”
says the Lord GOD. “If | cause wild beasts to pass through
the land, and they emﬁtg it, and make it so desolate that no
man may pass through because of the beasts, even though
these three men were in it, as | live,” says the Lord GOD,
“they would deliver neither sons nor daughters; only they
would be delivered, and the land would be desolate. Or if |
bring a sword on that land, and say, 'Sword, go through the
land,' and | cut off man and beast from it, even though these
three men were in it, as | live,” says the Lord GOD, “they
would deliver neither sons nor daughters, but only they
themselves would be delivered. Or if | send a pestilence into
that land and pour out My fury on it in blood, and cut off from
it man and beast, even though Noah, Daniel, and Job were
in it, as | live,” says the Lord GOD, “they would deliver
neither son nor daughter; they would deliver only
themselves by their righteousness.”













The When of Job

 We must be careful when we consider the time of
writing:
— We do not need to conclude that the setting of the

story and the time of authorship are one and the
same.

* The story of Job is clearly very ancient.

— Job lived in a time when wealth was measured in
real property and not in terms of exchangeable
wealth.

— Job lived at a time prior to the levitical system.
— Job lived earlier than the Abrahamic covenant.

* His age is earlier than that of the patriarchs in the
history of redemption.



























































































Job’s Answer

» Job asked “why?”
 God’s answer “who!”

— Job 42:1-6 Then Job answered the LORD and
said: "l know that You can do everything, And that
no purpose of Yours can be withheld from You.
You asked, 'Who is this who hides counsel without
knowledge?' Therefore | have uttered what | did not
understand, Things too wonderful for me, which |
did not know. Listen, please, and let me speak;
You said, 'l will qguestion you, and you shall answer
Me.' | have heard of You by the hearing of the ear,
But now my eye sees You. Therefore | abhor
myself, And repent in dust and ashes."










